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In brief MatthewTacket Suffolk’s original
grumpy old man

Do you agree with Matthew? Write to: Matthew Tacket, Evening Star, 30 Lower Brook Street, Ipswich IP4 1AN

WE had a press release from the
East of England Development
Agency and the East of England
Regional Assembly the other day
talking about some study into life in
the region.

I have no idea what they do, apart
from helping us to get the
Waterfront redeveloped which was a
great thing.

But if they want people to under-
stand their work perhaps they
should avoid coming up with state-
ments that they are looking into:
“The role of transport in addressing
regeneration and ‘peripherality’
objectives in the region.”

We have a word for that kind of
thing in this office that I couldn’t
possible put in print – let’s just say
it refers to a male cow and the
deposits that it leaves!

HOW I remember the
shock, the tragedy, the
sheer disbelief when the
news came through near-
ly five years ago that the

Co-op Juniors were being booted out
of their traditional panto slot at the
Regent theatre.

Life would never be the same for
some people – it was as if Christmas
had been cancelled!

But what a great decision that
was! It was the making of the
Juniors and has meant the town has
a great professional panto in its
largest theatre.

And it has done nothing to dilute
the appeal of the town’s other great
Christmas tradition – the rock’n’roll
panto at the New Wolsey.

The Juniors’ new show, the
Christmas Spectacular at Snape
Maltings, has rapidly become a tra-
dition in its own right.

The sad thing is, of course, that
this year some of us didn’t make it. 

Like many others, Mrs T and I
were forced to abandon our trip up
the A12 by the time we got to
Martlesham on Thursday evening.

The show went on and I under-
stand it was as good as ever. The
Juniors can concentrate on what
they are really good at – singing and
dancing – and the show never seems
to go on and on like their old pantos
did.

I remember one year going along
to the Regent somewhat reluctantly
on Boxing Day afternoon – safe in
the knowledge that I’d be home in
time to watch Leicester v Ipswich on
Sky at 6pm after the 2pm show . . .
and I still managed to miss the first
15 minutes!

That doesn’t happen at Snape.
They provide two hours of great
Christmas entertainment and that’s
that.

I’m looking forward to seeing Jack

and the Beanstalk at the Regent
tomorrow – and I’ve already had
good reports about it.

Hopefully it will live up to them,
because it has a tough act to follow
after I went to Aladdin at the other
end of town at the start of the month.

It never fails to amaze me where
the New Wolsey finds all these actors
who can play musical instruments –
or should that be musicians who are
great comic actors? 

Whatever, with the big day now
less than a week away we’ve got
plenty to get ourselves in the festive
spirit in Suffolk’s theatres and con-
cert halls.
! While on the subject of Jack and the
Beanstalk – how did our shortest jour-
nalist, entertainment writer Wayne
Savage, cope with interviewing the
giant? 
He had to get on the giant chair, of
course!

Let’s hear it for Juniors

Will wonderland last until Christmas?

PRETTY AS A PICTURE: Winter wonderland in Woodbridge    PICTURE: JONATHAN OWEN

LITTLE AND LARGE: Evening Star entertainment writer Wayne Savage has to use
the chair to interview Regent panto giant Blunderbore.

Don’t forget, you can have your
say on today’s top stories at

www.eveningstar.co.uk

SO the big question we’re all asking
now is: will it stay like this for
another week? Will we have a real
White Christmas?
I know that the bookies’ rules says
it has to snow on Christmas Day –
but if this snow remains in place
until then I’m not going to claim that
it isn’t really a White Christmas.
Today I’ll forcing my 15-year-old out
of bed before noon to help me make
a snowman in our garden – it’s the
first time we’ve had enough snow
here for him to do that.
I don’t like the disruption the snow
caused. I don’t like the fact that we
couldn’t get to the Co-op Juniors the
other night . . . but I must admit that
standing next to the Christmas tree
looking out of the window of our
centrally-heated home to see the
beauty of the snow in the garden is
just a bit special.

I HAVE an apology to make to
my colleagues who I’ve chided
over the past couple of years for
driving around in big 4x4s.

“Why do you need them?” I’ve
said. “They drink too much
diesel and you never drive 
off-road!”

As someone who so nearly
ended up driving my two-wheel
drive hatchback off road quite
unintentionally the other day, I
now know exactly what the 
benefits of 4x4s are!

Now I know the
benefit of 4 x 4

NOW that’s
what I call a
scaredy cat!

This bobcat had
been chased by
another in the
Arizona desert and
took refuge in the
only place he could
find – the top of a
giant cactus.

Apparently it then
came half way down
again before the other
bobcat chased him
back to the top.

It must have been
jolly uncomfortable
for the poor creature –
a cactus is the last
place I would want to
take refuge if I was
being chased.

But presumably the
fear of being savaged
by another bobcat was
even worse!

This bobcat’s
looking sharp

Quangos must
try to use some
plain English

Crib blessing will
take place at church
BUCKLESHAM: Children will be
able to relive the Christmas story on
Thursday when a Blessing of the Crib
service takes place at St Mary’s
Church, Bucklesham.
The service will be at 3pm on
Christmas Eve, and later at 11.30pm
there will be a Midnight Christmas
Communion. 
On Christmas Day there will be a
family service at 10.30am.

Drug suspect bailed
WOODBRIDGE: A 21-year-old man
has been arrested on suspicion of
possession of cocaine with intent to
supply after police raided an address
in Turn Lane, Woodbridge.
The warrant was executed at around
11am on Thursday and substances
thought to be cocaine and cannabis
and a quantity of cash were among
the items seized. The 21-year-old
man was subsequently arrested and
he has now released and bailed to
return to Ipswich police station on
February 2, 2010.

FELIXSTOWE: There is a chance to
“Walk off Christmas” at a special
Stepping Out in Suffolk series
event at Felixstowe on Monday,
December 28.
People are invited to gather at
10.30am outside the Alex
Restaurant, Undercliff Road West,
for a brisk two-and-a-half mile
walk around the town. 
For more details call the Suffolk
Coastal walks team on 01394
444501.

Step out and walk off
the Christmas excess

WALDRINGFIELD: The Ward
String Quartet will provide the
music for an afternoon concert in
Waldringfield village hall on
Saturday, January 2.
The event starts at 3pm and tickets
are £10, available on the door,
while admission for school stu-
dents is free.

String quartet to play
afternoon concert

Foot ferry to
provide link at
start of year
FELIXSTOWE: A popular foot ferry
service will be up and running on
New Year’s Day – providing a link
between Felixstowe Ferry and
Bawdsey for walkers and cyclists.
Weather permitting, the ferry will run
across the River Deben from 10am to
3pm and donations will be accepted
for the Felixstowe Volunteer Coast
Patrol and Rescue Service. 
Mulled wine, coffee and tea will be
available on Bawdsey quay.


