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In brief

Town sketches
on display for
next month

IPSWICH: An exhibition of charcoal
drawings from scenes in Ipswich is
currently on display.

In 2005 artist Valerie Irwin took her
sketchbook to Ipswich Waterfront
and began to draw.

For the first time, 39 of her drawings,
recently acquired by Colchester and
Ipswich Museum Service, are dis-
played in gallery three of the Town
Hall Galleries, Cornhill.

The exhibition runs until January 10
and is free to enter.
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Elderly’s forum for

health servies

IPSWICH: Older people are encour-
aged to have their say on health
services.

The Older People’s User Group
meets bi-monthly at Ipswich
Hospital and wants to hear from
older people or carers of older peo-
ple about the services they use and
how they can be improved.

To join the group, contact Pam
Evans, patient experience co-ordi-
nator on 01473 704769 or e-mail
pam.evans @ipswichhospital.nhs
.uk.

Pathway will stay
dosed until March

FELIXSTOWE: A road and pathway
are to remain closed for three
months longer than first expected.
Garfield Road and the path along the
top of Snow Hill Steps in Felixstowe
has been closed because of work to
extend the clifftop Coniston House
home for the elderly and was due to
re-open later this month. It will now
remain closed until March 28.
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Bin fire in early hours
was soon dealt with

IPSWICH: Fire services were called
to a wheelie bin fire in Emmanuel
Close at 12.20am yesterday.

The small blaze was put out using
water fogs by 12.30am.

Harmonica ace has
a date at jazz dub

IPSWICH: One of the best harmoni-
ca players in the world is set to per-
form in Ipswich later this month.
Blues band Paul Lamb and the
Kingsnakes will be performing at the
Ipswich Jazz Club in the California
Club, Foxhall Road, at a special
Christmas concert at 8pm on Sunday,
December 20.

All those interested in getting tickets
should call Dave on 01473 231552.

Don't forget, you can have your

say on today's top stories at
www.eveningstar.co.uk

ALWAYS A GOOD SHOW: The Co-op Juniors, in action at last year's event, now have a new stage.

Now they're all set for a

Chris

Former West

BY WAYNE SAVAGE,
Entertainment reporter

Wayne savage@eveningstar.co.uk
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HRISTMAS has come

early for the Co-op

Juniors Theatre

Company - in the shape

of an impressive new
set.

The massive two-level stage used
to belong to Hello Dolly, crowned
best musical in the Evening
Standard’s theatre awards this year.

It’s barely recognisable after a
total redesign and will form the cen-
tre-piece of the amateur theatre
group’s Christmas Spectacular at
Snape Maltings and Charter Hall,
Colchester.

Alan Ayres, the Juniors’ technical
director, said: “I went to see the
show during the summer, at the
Open Air Theatre in Regent’s Park,
and was so impressed by it I thought
‘I wonder if there’s a chance of get-
ting hold of this set for our new
show?’

“We did a very good deal with the
theatre to get it because what else
can you do with a Hello Dolly set? It
was better it came here than ended
up in pieces somewhere else. They
were very pleased the set was going
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NEW STAGE: Scenic construction manager Nigel Hodder welds part of the upper

deck for the Christmas Spectacular set.

to get a life beyond that particular
show.

“We’ve spent the last three
months modifying the set to suit our
needs, decorating it and turning it
from a permanent set which was up
at the park to one we could take to
Snape and Colchester.”

The set — which will fill one of
three 45ft Transam trucks used to
transport lighting, sound, hundreds
of costumes, props and set decora-
tions — was a challenge to adapt.

It wasn’t designed for touring, so
the Juniors have had a team of ten to
15 volunteers working on it in their
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spare time at evenings and week-
ends.

Nigel Hodder, production and
stage manager, said: “Working on
the new set for Christmas has been a
3D jigsaw puzzle. The elements have
to be fitted together in a certain
order. It’s been a challenge to pro-
duce such a huge touring set, but an
exciting one! We’re lucky to have so
many volunteers to work on it, as
it’s taken three months to build.”

The set is now waiting to hit the
road to Snape while the floor is
being stripped back, refurbished and
re-varnished after spending two-and-
a-half months exposed to the ele-
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mMas Spectacular'

ments and the Hello Dolly cast danc-
ing on it eight times a week.

The two curved staircases can
move with the cast on them; then
there are two pneumatic counters
which rise and fall on hydraulics,
allowing them to move big set pieces
around with just the push of a fin-
ger.

“I think audiences will be sur-
prised by the scale and ambition of
it. It’s a huge two-level set with a
massive rotunda and moving stair-
ways, so it’s certainly the biggest
show we’ve ever toured,” added
Alan.

“It’s a new experience for the cast,
having worked on the same set for
essentially the last four years.
Suddenly they’ve got lots of new
entrances, lots of new ways of get-
ting to and off the stage — not just
through the wings but at a high
level, they’re three metres up in the
air. So there’s a big challenge for
them to find the best way of using
the stage.”

It’s the Juniors’ fifth year at Snape
and their second at Charter Hall, so
they were determined to give audi-
ences even more of a wow factor.

“We’ve got the fantastic perform-
ers, dancing, music, a live orchestra
and the best set we’ve ever had,”
added Alan, “taking a huge set like
this was a big step, but we decided it
was the right way to go.”

In the last year alone, the Juniors
have entertained more than 14,000
people - not bad for a group whose
first show was in the Art Gallery at
Ipswich almost 70 years ago and has
gone on to become the largest ama-
teur company in the UK.






